
Sent into the World: Christian Formation for the Mission of God 

 

Study #4: The Mission Statement of Jesus 

 

Luke 4:16-21 (NRSV) 

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 

synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

    because he has anointed me 

        to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
        to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 

of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today 

this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

Questions for Reflection: 

 

What do you think of the idea that this passage is the mission statement of Jesus? 

Does this make sense to you? Why or why not? 

 

How do you understand the substance of what Jesus says here? What does it mean 
to bring good news to the poor, release to the captives, sight to the blind, and 

freedom to the oppressed? 

 

Read Isaiah 65:17-25. How do you think the vision of the new heavens and new 

earth recorded in this passage relates to the mission of Jesus in Luke 4 and in other 

parts of the New Testament? 
 

How does this understanding of the mission of God and Jesus compare to your 

own thinking?  Is it similar, different, or new? What do you think of it? Does it 

challenge you? How will you (or do you) participate in it? 

 

What is particularly significant to you in this passage? 
 

What questions do you have? 


